
Session Five 
 

We can take part in God’s new world  
 
1. Do you ever experience a feeling of ‘community’ in your 
neighbourhood? Do you ever wish there was more? 
 
  
 
The Christian gospel is the story of how God set about making the 
world new through his Son, Jesus. We have seen how God promises 
to make everything new in the end. But what about in the present? Is 
there any sign of this new world God promises? 
 

In our last session, we saw how Jesus began the new world by rising 
from the dead. He then called his followers to take part in its arrival, 
promising release from sin, and the gift of a new power from heaven. 
What was it like, taking part in the arrival of God’s new world? Let’s 
see what happened a few weeks after Jesus left. 
 
BIBLE READING: from Acts chapter 2 
 

1   When the Jewish festival called Pentecost came, Jesus’ followers 
were together.  2 Suddenly a roar like the rushing of a violent wind 
came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 
sitting.  3 They saw what looked like tongues of fire dividing, and 
the fire came upon each of them.  4 They were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages.  

5    Now devout Jews from many countries had come to Jerusalem 
for the festival.  6 When they heard this noise, a crowd came 
together in confusion, because each one heard their own language 
being spoken.  7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who 
are speaking Galileans?  8 Then how is it that each of us hears them 
in our native language?  9 Egyptians, Romans, Cretans and Arabs—
we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own 
languages!”  12 Astonished, they asked one another, “What does 
this mean?”  

13    Some people, however, made fun of Jesus’ followers: “They 
have had too much wine.” 

14    Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, and spoke to the crowd: 

“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen!  15 These 
people are not drunk, as you think. It’s only nine in the morning!  16 
No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  

17     “In the last days”, God says, 
  “I will pour out my Spirit on all people, 
21  And everyone who calls 
  on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 

22    “People of Israel, listen: Jesus of Nazareth was a man affirmed 
by God – you yourselves know the miracles and wonders he did.  23 
Jesus was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan. And you, 
with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to 
the cross.  24 But God raised him up, releasing him from the pains 
of death, because it was impossible for death to keep hold of him! 

25   “King David wrote in ancient times: 

   I saw the Lord always before me. 
26  Therefore my heart is glad; 
  my body also will rest in hope,  
27  because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, 
  you will not let your holy one decay in the ground.  
28  You have shown me the path of life; 
  you will fill me with joy in your presence. 

29   “Brothers and sisters, we all know that our father David died 
and was buried: his tomb is here to this day.  30 But he was a 
prophet and knew that God had promised an heir to sit on his 
throne.  31 Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection 
of that heir, the King we call Messiah: it was he who was not 
abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay.   

32  “Now God has raised this Jesus to life - we are all witnesses.     
33 He was raised to the right hand of God, and has received from 
the Father the promised Holy Spirit. Jesus has just poured out this 
gift on us: that is the cause of all this confusion today.  34 It’s what 
King David prophesied in another place: 



   The Lord said to my Lord: 
  ‘Come, sit at my right hand…’ 

36    “So then, let all Israel know this for sure: God has made him 
both Lord and Messiah - this Jesus whom you crucified. 

37    When the people heard this they were cut to the heart. They 
asked Peter and the Eleven, “Brothers, what should we do?”  

38    Peter told them, “Turn back to God! Be baptised, every one of 
you, into faith in the name of Jesus, his chosen King. He will 
release you from your sins – you will receive the same gift as we 
did: the Holy Spirit.  
 

2. In this story we hear about two extraordinary events. What are 
the two events? (verses 3-4 and verse 24) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. For the people of Jerusalem, this is both bad news and good 
news. What is the bad and what is the good? (see verses 36-38) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let’s see how the people responded to Peter’s annoucement. 
 

38    Peter told them, “Turn back to God! Be baptised, every one of 
you, into faith in the name of Jesus, his chosen King. He will 
release you from your sins – you will receive the same gift as we 
did: the Holy Spirit.  

41 Those who accepted Peter’s message were baptised with water, 
and about three thousand were added to Jesus’ followers that day.  

42    They devoted themselves to the apostles’ message. They also 
gave themselves to fellowship: breaking bread and praying 
together. 44 All these believers shared together whatever they had.  
45 They sold excess property and possessions to give to others in 
need.  46 Every day they would meet together in the temple courts. 
And in their homes too they broke bread and ate together with 
glad and unified hearts,  47 praising God for what he had done for 
them, and enjoying the goodwill of all the people.  

And the Lord added to them each day those who were being saved. 
 
Peter calls on the people to be baptised. Baptism is a water 
ceremony for coming under the protection of someone, or coming to 
belong to them. To be baptised into faith in the name of Jesus is to 
put your trust in Jesus’ power, and to give yourself to belong to him 
from now on. It’s a way of signing up for his team. It’s a big step 
Peter is calling for! 
 
4. We can understand why it would be good for the people to ‘turn 
back to God’ (verse 38). But why does that mean trusting in this 
man Jesus? (see verse 36-38) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Have a look at what life was like for those who signed up. What 
do you think has changed for them? (verses 42-47) 
 
 
 
 
 



6. What do you think is the explanation for these changes? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Back in the first session we looked at God’s promise that his son 
would make the world totally new. In that world, there would be joy 
and friendship and no more pain or hatred. Once God’s son was at 
the centre, there would be the world we long for. 
 
That world has not arrived yet! But the Christian gospel tells us that 
Jesus is the promised son. Through dying and rising again, he began 
the new world. Now Jesus sends out the Holy Spirit to those who 
trust in him. And when people receive that gift, their world begins to 
heal. A fresh start with God and with each other: the world God 
promised starts to take shape here and now – in the community 
centred around God’s son. And when you sign up with Jesus through 
baptism, you too become part of that community. 
 
That’s what the Christian gospel is all about – Jesus bringing the 
world we all want. And that’s good news! 
 
 
 



Further help 
 
What next? 
 
If you would like to take up God’s invitation to belong to Jesus and 
join his community, here are some suggestions for next steps you can 
take: 
 

- Pray: talk to God about what you’re wanting to do. Below is an 
example of the kind of prayer you might pray. 
 
- Be baptised in the name of Jesus. A local Christian community 
can help you with this. 
 
- Join in: get involved with Jesus’ community in your area, as 
they learn and live the gospel together.  

 
 
 
A Prayer for turning to God 
 

Father in heaven, I turn to you. 
You have been so good to us in sending us Jesus. 
Now please bring your new world to where I live 
So that this world becomes the place you want it to be. 
Send me the gift of your Spirit day by day 
And release me from sin. 
Help me show your kindness to others who need it, 
So I can take part with Jesus in healing the world. 
Don’t let anything take me away from you,  
As I wait for the day when your son is finally put at the centre 

of all things. 
 
Amen. 

 


