
AIMS: 
 
Here’s what I’m hoping to achieve in this adaptation of Chester and 
Timmis’ innovative course. 
 
 
Translation: I’ve re-translated the passages used. Trying for a 
clearer translation that does more of the interpretive work for the 
new readers. The challenge of taking in, say, Acts 2 for the first 
time is just too great. A bit of paraphrase reduces the size of the 
onslaught! But paraphrase has to reveal what’s there better, not 
fudge it. Check out the places where I depart from, say, the NIV, 
see if I’ve captured the greek better or not! 
 
Language: I’ve simplified the language and tried to use even less 
jargon. But I’ve also deliberately introduced a couple of technical 
terms for participants to learn: the main ones are ‘gospel’ and ‘sin’. 
 
Dynamics: This course is for people to run with their friends. It 
assumes a context of ongoing relationship. Also, I’ve aimed to 
make the series more relational for participants. I’ve tried to make 
the opening question each time something that could help 
participants get to know each other better. 
 
Theology: I’ve aimed to make the series more clearly Trinitarian. It 
was there in the original, but I want it much stronger.  
 
Structure: I’ve shortened and simplified the structure, omitting the 
‘how the Bible works’ strand in the original and going for a 
conceptual/logical approach:  
 

1. God promises the WWAW, though his version has some 
surprises. 

2. We get a taste of that world in the life of Jesus God’s son. 

3. We cannot make the world new because sin has overcome 
us, we are part of the problem 

4. God’s Son achieved the new world for everyone in his 
death and resurrection 

5. We can take part in the arrival of the new world now, 
through the Spirit. 

 
5 sessions instead of seven. And I’ve reduced the length of each of 
the studies.  
 
Right answers:  These studies are an invitation to people to explore 
stories from the NT. It kind of undermines the process a bit if, after 
every passage they get given a paragraph of ‘right answers’, i.e. 
what they should have seen there. 
 
So I’ve cut summaries to a minimum, hoping that simple, focussed 
questions and a decent leader will enable people to get something 
good from each passage. 
 
People used to long blurbs with all the right answers, may find they 
miss that in these studies. 
 
ALSO: I’ve tried to take up my own challenge about the study on 
the Cross: i.e. the ideas should come out of the reading, not be 
imported from my theological framework. 
 
I’d love your feedback – how can we make this thing 
better?



THE WORLD WE ALL WANT - LEADERS’ NOTES  
 

Session One 
 

God promises the world we all want 
 
The purpose of this study is to give people a vision of the Christian 
hope: a world renewed and perfected through Jesus.  
 
Participants may have a very diiferent idea about the Christian hope 
– that it is all about dying and going to heaven. So it is helpful to 
notice that the promised future takes place on earth. 
 
Of course this may lead to questions about an afterlife for the 
individual. The leaders’ task is to keep the focus on the hope held 
out in the passages. 
 
The main question here is: what is this new world like? There’s no 
right answer: it’s a chance for people to explore these visions, see 
how what they make of them.  
 
The feature people may find surprising is the central place of God in 
the visions. Their own hopes for the future may not have had such a 
big place for God in them! 
 
The last question picks up on the passages’ insistence that the things 
promised here are true and certain. This raises the question of how 
believable the visions are. Is the world really going to end up as this 
paradise? That’s pretty hard to believe, but the gospel insists that it 
will. 
 
Leaving this question unresolved is a good place to finish session 1. 
That gives people something to stew on during the week! 
 
The Further Reading is for people who’d like to explore these issues 
further by themselves. It’s not intended to be homework for the 
group.  

Session Two 
 

Jesus shows us God’s new world 
 
 
The purpose of this study is to give people some time with Jesus. Just 
looking and listening, getting a ‘feel’ for him. The aims are not 
doctrinal as such, but more relational. If participants get to hang with 
Jesus for a bit, they may get to like it. They may start to feel drawn to 
this man, and may even begin to hope that Jesus could bring some 
real answers for the longings and troubles of their lives.  
 
An overly cognitive (‘cerebral’) approach may hinder this more 
‘personal’ response. So try to avoid reducing the stories to abstract 
statements of the ‘In this story we see that Jesus is - ’ sort. The 
questions in each session are designed to keep people ‘in the story’, 
rather than encouraging them to step back and summarise truths. Let 
the stories work their magic! 
 
If would be a great outcome if people went away thinking, ‘if Jesus is 
like that, perhaps there could be the sort of world God promises.’ 
 
The issue of faith in Jesus comes up in the last passage, but it is only 
a first brush with this idea. It will return in later sessions. 
 
 
The Further Reading is for people who’d like to spend more time 
hanging with Jesus. 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 



Session Three 
 

We cannot make the world we want 
 
 
The purpose of this study is to help people realise that we can’t 
achieve the new world ourselves. It doesn’t give a full account of sin 
and judgement, but rather sticks within the parameters of the story 
we’re telling, the story of ‘the world we all want’. 
 
In doing so, however, it does provide a fairly large window into the 
human problem of sinfulness. It also has some hints of the way sin 
destroys and leads to wrath. 
 
Here the big story of the OT is introduced for the first time: exodus – 
possession of the land – exile. We see the psalmist’s diagnosis of why 
Israel, in spite of receiving repeated fresh-starts from God, ultimately 
self-destructed.  
 
The second half of the session looks at the fresh start Jesus gave to 
Israel when he came. We see Jesus’ betrayal and arrest, and the way 
different people turn against or away from him. Even the best and 
most promising friends turn away from God’s purposes when it 
counts most, and in the end there is only Jesus, following God’s plan 
alone. The symbolic power of this story (like with any symbol) will 
probably do its work in people’s minds most strongly if it is not 
unpacked too explicitly or forcefully. Symbols have a way of getting 
around people’s defences, rather than confronting them head on. 
 
 
The Further Reading gives people access to the original stories of sin 
and ‘the fall’ in the OT. This story may raise many questions, not the 
least of which are questions about historicity. Be prepared for people 
to come back with questions about this.  
 
 

Session Four 
 

How Jesus achieved God’s new world  
 
 
The purpose of this study is to help people realise that Jesus’ death 
and resurrection were the way God went about making the world 
new. The study lets people explore the mysterious events of the 
cross.  
 
This session does not attempt a fuller explanation of NT atonement 
theology. Leaders may feel they would like to suppliment this 
material with other atonement ideas. Of course there is a place for 
that, but this series is designed as an exploration of Bible texts. It may 
pay to preserve the dynamic of the course by holding off for the time 
being, and letting people absorb what these passages have to offer, 
rather than introducing ideas which the participants cannot find in 
the texts. This introductory course aims to be a first word, not the 
last, in your dialogue with friends about Jesus. 
 
The material in these Gospel passages is complex, and participants 
may vary widely in the details they notice and pick up on. Leaders 
should encourage and welcome this.  
 
The study guides them to Mark’s own interpretation of Jesus’ death: 
Jesus experienced our human separation from God, and in doing so 
healed that separation. Also Luke’s take on the resurrection: Jesus’ 
release from the grave meant release from sin and the arrival of the 
Spirit, for people all over the world. The cross is Jesus’ great victory. 
 
However, the study is careful not to give the impression it is 
explaining the cross, as though this was a transparent or 
straightforward event.  
 
The Further Reading exposes readers to a rich passage of Paul’s 
reflection on the achievements of the cross. 
 



Session Five 
 

We can take part in God’s new world  
 
 
The purpose of this session is to help people feel the personal 
implications of what Jesus death and resurrection mean for us now. 
As we see how people responded to the earliest news about Jesus 
risen, and what happened in their lives afterwards, we gain a vision 
for a whole new way of life.  
 
At the heart of this account are the ideas of: 

• gathering or community 
• Jesus at the centre 
• The Spirit as the power behind this new life  

 
In the new community gathered around Jesus we see the beginnings 
of the new world God promised. And we hear the call to join in! 
 
The climax of the series is this invitation to receive the gift of God in 
Jesus, and take part in the story. It would be great if participants 
experienced this invitation as a positive and attractive conclusion to 
the course. The thing about the invitation is it gets better the longer 
you think about it. For maximum effect, it may work best to make 
sure people understand the invitation, and leave it with them. This 
gives them time to feel the attraction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Further help 
 
 
The Further Help page is not intended for the group to work through 
together. It’s really more to give directions to individuals who want 
to go further with Jesus. You might want to draw participants’ 
attention to the page, or offer to talk it over with individuals 
afterwards. 
 
If there are people who indicate they would like further help, reading 
through this together and saying the prayer out loud together could 
be a good next step. 
 
The prayer is a re-phrasing of ‘the Lord’s prayer’, using terms the 
reader has come across in this 5-week course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


